
ABCRA Ramsden North Traffic Committee 

UPDATE - APRIL 2014 

Members of the ABCRA Ramsden North Traffic Committee are currently in the process of sharing 
with their neighbours a tentative proposal for traffic calming in the neighbourhood. 

During March and April 2014, Committee Members are holding meetings with their neighbours on 
their respective streets to discuss the proposal and the issues that precipitated it.  They are also 
recording residents' responses to the current proposal to determine whether there is sufficient 
support among residents on the impacted streets to bring the proposal forward to the city for formal 
consideration.  

Meetings were held on April 3rd for Roxborough West residents and on April 4th for Macpherson 
residents.  Further meetings are in the works.  The next meeting of the whole Committee is 
scheduled for April 28th, 2014 at which time Committee Members will share the responses to the 
proposal from their respective streets and determine by consensus whether there is sufficient 
neighbourhood support for the proposal and whether any further study or action should be 
undertaken.  The findings of the Committee will then be presented the ABCRA Board and shared 
with the neighbourhood in May.  

ABCRA remains committed to finding solutions that the whole neighbourhood can endorse and will 
not officially endorse any solutions unless the majority of residents on all the impacted streets 
support them. 

If you live in the Ramsden North neighbourhood---on Gibson, Macpherson, Marlborough or 
Roxborough between Avenue and Yonge---and want to discuss the proposal currently under 
review or want your views recorded, contact one of the following Committee Members from your 
street: 
Macpherson Avenue: Cynthia Lewis, Gillian Oxley, Scott Hand, Glenn Smith, James Nadler,  
Marlborough Avenue: Kate Brooks, Steph Mackie 
Roxborough Street West: Sam Vise, Susan Ainley, Liis Palmer, Dave Sorbara, Judy Robinson 

BACKGROUND re the Ramsden North Traffic Committee 

Residents of Roxborough Street West first brought forward to Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam and 
the ABCRA Board of Directors their disagreement with the placement of the Roxborough West-
Yonge traffic signal before the signal was installed in 2013.  It was their view that the signal would 
increase traffic on their street.  They were unable to get the city to reverse its decision to install the 
signal but gained the Councillor's assurance that she would consider mitigating measures to offset 
any negative effects of the signal.  They proposed alternative traffic calming measures for 
Roxborough West and attempted to enlist the approval of the residents for them.  They were 
encouraged by both the Councillor and ACBRA to consult with the residents, not only of their 
street, but the residents of neighbouring streets.  Their initial proposals stirred considerable 
controversy in the neighbourhood.  

In September 2013, ABCRA responded to the controversy by establishing an official ABCRA 
Ramsden North Traffic Committee with proportional representation from what it saw as all the 
impacted streets.  The mandate of the committee was to study the issues and to determine if there 
was consensual agreement on any possible solutions.  The ABCRA Ramsden North Traffic 
Committee included representatives from Gibson, Macpherson, Marlborough and Roxborough.  
The Gibson residents on the Committee have since withdrawn and the Committee has been 
seeking to have other residents replace them so that Gibson will continue to have a voice on the 
Committee. 

The Committee has been meeting once a month since October 2013 to consider the traffic issues 
in the neighbourhood.  They have investigated these topics:  
- traffic counts on all the impacted streets 
- approaches to traffic calming in other neighbourhoods in the city 
- restrictions on east-west traffic from Bloor to St. Clair on both arterial and local roads that are 
effectively funneling east-west traffic between Yonge and Avenue onto Roxborough and 
Macpherson with spill off onto Gibson and Marlborough  
- city policy and traffic regulations regarding traffic calming and the infiltration of through traffic on 
the residential streets that in the city classification system are "local roads" intended for local 
resident access 
- enforcement issues including speeding, one-way, stop sign and truck infractions 


