
Safe Rail Communities: Questions for Federal Election Candidate Debates 

 
 
Public Preparedness: 
Safe Rail Communities has spoken with hundreds of Canadians since March 2014.  Many 
have shared their concerns about not having any information about what steps they 
would need to take to be prepared in the event of a derailment involving dangerous 
goods. Safe Rail Communities has posed this question to all levels of government, but 
has yet to receive an adequate answer. 
 

Q: If you were to form government, does your platform have a policy in place to 
help residents prepare for a catastrophic derailment of dangerous goods? If not, 
do you have any ideas of how you would approach this?  

 
 
Tank Cars: 
The tank cars (DOT 111 and CPC 1232 models) carrying volatile crude oil have been 
acknowledged as being unsafe, yet they will only be gradually phased out over the next 
10 years.  The current regulation requires industry to gradually move to the new tank 
car (TC 117 model), but these are not guaranteed to be “safe”, only “better” than the 
cars being used now.  The latest tank car regulations will have us crossing our fingers for 
the next decade before it is fully implemented.   Even then, we have no guarantee that 
the newest model will be strong enough to withstand an explosive derailment. 
 

Q: Given that it’s going to take 10 years before newer tank cars will be available 
for the transport of dangerous goods, what do you propose to do in the 
meantime to decrease the risk to public safety in the event of a derailment, and 
how can the public be reassured that these new cars are actually safer?  

 
 
First-Responders 
First-responders need real-time data when a derailment of dangerous goods 
occurs. Currently the railways are only required to share historical data with first-
responders.  First-responders must call a 24 hour hotline in order to find out what cargo 
is on a particular/specific train. Historical data does not help first responders be 
prepared in the event of a derailment. 
 

Q3: At the moment,  first-responders are only provided historical data, not   real-
time access to what dangerous goods are being shipped by rail on any given day. 
This information is kept secret from the public.  
Will your party commit to providing first-responders with real-time data in 
regards to what dangerous goods are being shipped, in order to be prepared to 
properly respond?  
Will your party commit to providing real-time data to first-responders and 
historical data to the public? 
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Risk Assessments 
Transport Canada’s Emergency Directive dated April 23, 2014, requires the railways to 
provide Transport Canada with a risk assessment and route analysis.  We feel Canadians 
need to have this information so that they can be aware of the risks we are already 
living with unknowingly and make informed decisions accordingly. 
 

Q4: The US Department of Transportation makes risk assessments available to 
the public, but our current federal government refuses to share this vital 
information with Canadians. If your party forms government, will it commit to 
making the risk assessments and route analysis public?  
  

 
Stabilizing Volatile Crude Oil 
The volatility of crude oil can and should be stabilized (removal of volatile gases) at the 
point of departure. The technology is available to do so.  Stabilization is a common 
practice in the state of Texas. 
 

Q5: If your party forms government, will your party require industry to stabilize 
volatile crude oil at the point of departure in order to reduce the risk of 
explosion? 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 


