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Hello, 

Safe Rail Communities (SRC) attended this meeting, and we are 

encouraged by the turn out.  Thank you to MPs Chrystia Freeland, Adam 

Vaughn, and Carolyn Bennett for hosting this important event.  Like you, we 

are residents of a rail community along the CP rail corridor that runs through 

Toronto, and we share your concerns about the increase of crude oil and 

other hazardous materials travelling by rail within metres of our homes. 

On Friday evening, we heard with great interest all of your important 

questions, and we would like to share with you some simple things that you 

can do to act on your concerns: 

 Speak with your neighbours, family, and friends about this issue 

 Speak to your government representatives 

 Sign a petition 

 Ask others to sign a petition (only 25 signatures are required to have 

your MP present a petition to parliament) 

 Attend/host meetings in your community 

Below are links to a recent T.O. Star article and a subsequent podcast with 

Dale Goldhawk that demonstrate how SRC has been working to advocate for 

more transparency and safeguards in the transport by rail of crude and other 

hazardous materials. 
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http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2014/11/11/rail_carriers_keep_emergenc

y_response_plans_secret_from_residents.html 

  

http://www.goldhawk.com/2014/11/12/helen-vassilakos/ 

 

Below are listed our Points of Focus.  If you have any questions, or would 

like to contact us/join our mailing list, we would be happy to assist you in 

any way we can.  Rail safety is a national issue and a local issue, and 

together we can make a difference. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Patricia Y. Lai & Helen Vassilakos 

Co-founders, Safe Rail Communities 

  

http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2014/11/11/rail_carriers_keep_emergency_response_plans_secret_from_residents.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2014/11/11/rail_carriers_keep_emergency_response_plans_secret_from_residents.html
http://www.goldhawk.com/2014/11/12/helen-vassilakos/
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POINTS OF FOCUS 

Increase in crude oil shipments 

According to the Railway Association of Canada (RAC), in 2009 there were 

approximately 500 rail cars of crude oil shipped across Canada per year. In 2014, 

that increased to an estimated 140,000 rail cars.  The Canadian Association of 

Petroleum Producers has estimated that this will increase to an estimated 510,000 

by 2016. 

Inadequate insurance 

 It is well documented that there isn’t enough commercial insurance in the 

world to cover the cost of a catastrophic event in a densely populated area.  

 Canadians are being asked to take on the risk, both to public safety and the 

public purse, yet we are not provided with basic information. 

 Given that the public will have to cover much of the cost, in our letters to the 

CEOs of both CN and CP, we asked them to provide the following: 

1. Their worst case scenario that they provide to their insurer 

2. Their catastrophic insurance details 

3. Their maintenance plan 

4. The details of their emergency plan 

 

Lack of Transparency 

 The public has the right to know what is being shipped through our 

communities so that we can hold government and industry to account and 

we can make informed decisions. 

 Transparency is key to the public’s ability to effectively hold government to 

account. 

 Railways cite security and proprietary reasons in in refusing to share 

information. 

 Transport Canada has not responded to any of our requests for information. 
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 Bill-C-31: The government has repealed the sections in both the Railway 

Safety Act and The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act that required 

Transport Canada to make public any proposed regulation changes. The 

government also repealed the 90-day consultation period which allowed the 

public to comment on any proposed changes. 

 

The Government has cut over 20% of the Rail Safety budget over the last 5 

years 

 The Canadian Press reported that Transport Canada has cut the rail safety 

budget by over 20% in the last 5 years (Federal Government’s Public 

Accounts Records). 

 Transport Canada claims that all cuts were due to duplication and 

administration. The Parliamentary Budget Officer has no way to test these 

claims because Transport Canada will not share details with them. 

 Given the enormous increase in the shipment of crude oil in recent years, 

coupled with other hazardous materials by rail, our government should have 

been adding resources not cutting them. It doesn’t make any sense. 

 Our federal government has reported a surplus.  We would argue that part of 

this surplus was achieved through cuts to public safety in relation to 

hazardous materials being shipped by rail. 

 We would argue that if Canadians were given the choice between properly 

funded rail safety and tax cuts, most Canadians would choose to properly 

fund rail safety.  

 Where is the money for proper oversight going to come from? 

 

Railway claims that they meet or exceed requirements 

 The DOT-111 rail cars meet the requirements as set out by Transport 

Canada. How can rail cars that the TSB has been warning are unsafe for the 

last 2 decades meet requirements? 

 The railways are in compliance with the requirements in relation to 

insurance. How can a railway be allowed to ship dangerous goods without 

having adequate insurance to cover a worst case scenario derailment? 

 



Page 5 

Unsafe Rail cars 

 The TSB has been warning successive government for over 2 decades that 

the DOT-111 rail cars are unsafe and nothing was done about it. 

 The TSB and the NTSB have both voiced concerns that the newer 1232 

model may not have stringent enough standards. Initial findings of the 

derailment Lynchburg Virginia indicate that it was one of the 1232 models 

that ruptured and caught fire.  

 Since Transport Canada’s announcement introducing a 3 year phasing out to 

the 1232 model, the Department of Transportation in the States has 

proposed more stringent standards than the 1232 model.  In August of this 

year (2014) Transport Canada quietly shifted its requirements to the TC- 140 

model which falls more in line with the American standards. 

 

Self-regulated rail industry 

 We are concerned that the government has moved away from a more active 

regulatory role to a model of industry self-regulation. Each railway is required 

to develop its own Safety Management System (SMS) using guidelines set 

out by Transport Canada. Transport Canada then audits these Safety 

Management Systems. We are concerned that Transport Canada is being too 

passive in its approach and would like to see a focus on physical inspections 

rather than their current passive role of auditing. 

 It is the duty of government, and not private industry, to take a leadership 

role in ensuring our public safety. 


