
 
HERITAGE TORONTO TO UNVEIL PLAQUE  

CELEBRATING JAZZ LEGEND OSCAR PETERSON  
Event coincides with the first day of the Toronto jazz festival 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Toronto, ON – June 8, 2015 –On June 18th, coinciding with the first day of the Toronto Jazz 
Festival, Heritage Toronto and the Toronto Legacy Project will unveil a Legacy Plaque 
commemorating jazz legend Oscar Peterson.  
 
The plaque unveiling will take place at 21 Park Road, where Peterson and several colleagues 
established the Advanced School of Contemporary Music in 1960. Official remarks will begin at 
1:30pm. No RSVP is required for the general public, however media should RSVP to Stacey 
Rodas at srodas@toronto.ca.   
 
Oscar Peterson is recognized internationally as one of the greatest jazz pianists of all time. Over 
his 60-year career he received eight Grammy Awards, including the Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 1997. He was elected to the Canadian Music Hall of Fame, the Juno Awards Hall of 
Fame, and the Canadian Jazz and Blues Hall of Fame. 
 
In 1960, Oscar Peterson, Ray Brown, Ed Thigpen, Butch Watanabe and Phil Nimmons opened 
the Advanced School of Contemporary Music at 21 Park Road. The school drew jazz students 
from cities throughout North America, eager to have the opportunity to be mentored by jazz 
musician legends. The school began ambitiously with a five-month fulltime program, however 
the musicians who taught at the school found the five month commitment interfered with their 
ability to perform across North America. Sessions were quickly shortened to one-month 
programs, offered twice a year. Due to the tour demands of the instructors, the school was 
closed permanently in 1964. 
 
On June 18th an elegant blue and white Legacy Plaque will be unveiled on the original site of 
the school in honour of Oscar Peterson and his contributions to Toronto, jazz music, and music 
education.  
 
Thank you to Scotiabank, our Plaques Program Sponsor, for their commitment to engage citizens 
within their local communities. 
 

- 30 - 
 
About Heritage Toronto: 
 
Heritage Toronto is a charitable arms-length agency of the City of Toronto established in 1949 to promote a 
greater appreciation for the city’s rich architectural, cultural, archaeological and natural heritage. Through 
partnerships with local community groups and volunteers, Heritage Toronto provides city-wide programs and 
services. 
 
 
Stay connected with us: 
Twitter: twitter.com/HeritageToronto    Facebook: facebook.com/HeritageToronto  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/HeritageToronto  Instagram: instagram.com/HeritageToronto    
Website: www.heritagetoronto.org  
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About the Toronto Legacy Project: 
 
The Toronto Legacy Project was established by Toronto's first Poet Laureate, Dennis Lee, to celebrate residents of 
Toronto who have achieved great things in their field of endeavour. By weaving the names of remarkable 
individuals into Toronto's cityscape, we celebrate Toronto's dynamic past. Since 2009, the Toronto Legacy 
Project has worked with Heritage Toronto to create elegantly designed plaques that honour Torontonians of note 
in the places that they have lived or worked. 
 
 
For more information please contact:  
Stacey Rodas, Director of Marketing, Heritage Toronto, (416) 338-1339, srodas@toronto.ca   
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