
Welcome to the Winter 
2003/2004 ABC Residents� 
Association Newsletter.  
In this issue you will find 
updates on subjects of on-
going concern in our 
neighbourhoods.  There is 
also local history and a 
profile of an individual 
who has played a key role 
in our community.  
I want to thank all the 
members of the ABC Resi-
dents� Association who 
have committed the time 
and energy to make our 
organization work.  These 
are your neighbours who 
have recognized that when 
�something needs to be 
done� about an issue it 
really entails getting in-
volved.  Your Residents� 

Association depends on 
the commitment of in-
dividuals, and we en-
courage all residents to 
get involved directly.  
Some highlights of our 
recent activity are: 
ABC joined the Save 
Yorkville organization 
and the City of Toronto as 
a party at the OMB in 
opposition to a develop-
ment application for a 35-
storey building at Daven-
port and Bay (the Pre-
mium Gym site).  We won 
decisively�an �important 
precedent� according to 
City planners. 
ABC joined Save York-
ville organization as a 
party at the OMB in oppo-

sition to development ap-
plications at York Row.  
Although the developer 
was forced to make con-
cessions, the bulk of the  
application was approved 
by the OMB 
We are working with Save 
Yorkville at the OMB 
hearing with respect to 
the development of the 
Mount Sinai site at York-
ville and Bellair.  More on 
( C o n � t  p a g e  2 )              

Let it snow!! 

PUBLIC 
MEETING 

To discuss the Mt. Sinai 
site development.  Speak-
ers include Margaret At-
wood, Jane Jacobs, and 
others.   

Heliconian Club, 35 Hazel-
ton Ave. 

7pm Wednesday, Jan 14th 
Refreshments available! 

Development Update 
Our community is on the 
�front line� of urban intensi-
fication in Toronto because 
our boundaries (Yonge, 
Avenue Road, Bloor) are 
prime locations for this 
kind of development.  In 
the village of Yorkville two 
major developments are of 
concern: York Row and 
Mt. Sinai.  These develop-

ments represent the largest 
sites in Yorkville and both 
are located in high-profile 
and desirable locations.  We 
believe that each are prece-
dent-setting in destroying 
the unique �Village� charac-
ter of Yorkville.  Although 
fundraising efforts and more 
funds are needed ($60,000 
was raised by a co-op build-

ing at Spadina & St. Clair),  
as neighbours in this com-
munity we need to be cohe-
sive in order to have a 
stronger voice.   
 York Row NW corner 
Yorkville & Hazelton) 
ABC and Save Yorkville 
Heritage Association  
(Con�t page 3)                 
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the status of these later in 
this issue. 
The ABC annual meeting 
held in September at the 
Toronto Truck Theatre 
was a sell-out and fea-
tured a question and an-
swer session with our 
three Ontario Legislature 
election candidates.  Con-
gratulations to George 
Smitherman for his subse-
quent victory and his ap-
pointment as Minister of 
Health.  Thanks also to 
Councillor Kyle Rae for 
speaking at the meeting. 

ABC sup-
ported the 
plan to des-
ignate cer-
tain parts of 
the  York-
ville area as 
a City of To-
ronto Heri-
tage District.  
This is cur-
rently being 
appealed to 
the OMB but 

is expected to pass.  
ABC in no way 
wishes to preempt 

your direct dialogue with elected 
officials or public employees. In fact, 
we encourage you to do so.  The effi-
cacy of ABC is in presenting a com-
mon voice and we urge you  to get 
involved and to join us by complet-
ing the form in this newsletter, and 
sending in a membership fee or do-
nation.  Money does matter as we 
have spent over $7,000 in the past 
year on OMB hearings.  Thanks to 
all our contributors! 

Seasons Greetings...have a 
happy and prosperous 
New Year!    

John Caliendo 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!  SEE BACK PAGE!   SEND IN FORM!   
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Protecting Our Community Parks�Another ABC Activity 
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Your President hard at 
work!! 

              
 

Gibson Avenue residents, Julia Bass 
and David Hamilton, were recently 
appalled to find obscene graffiti 
painted on the toddlers� wading pool 
and the walls of the eastern wash-
rooms in Ramsden Park.  They 
alerted Alex MacLean in Councillor 
Rae�s office, and offered to paint over 
the offensive lettering if action 
couldn�t be taken immediately.  It 
wasn�t necessary.  Parks and Rec-
reation were notified and the un-
sightly mess was speedily painted 
over.   Our thanks to Julia and 
David. It is hard to keep these im-
portant features of our area in the 
condition that allows us all to enjoy 
them.  Ramsden Park is a treasure 
that ABC has had to keep an eye on 
over the years.   
In September the committee met 
with Parks & Rec. staff members. 

We pointed out the deterioration of 
upkeep, and the additional pressure 
on existing facilities that will come 
when all the new condos currently 
under  construction in our 
neighbourhood are fully occupied.  
We emphasized that city budget al-
locations must reflect this. 
       We detailed problems:  Jesse 
Ketchum and Ramsden Parks suffer 
from frequent misuse by careless 
dog-walkers. Both parks need better 
lighting and attention to the health 
of trees, improvement in the picking 
up of garbage and litter.  Stair-
railings and drinking fountains in 
Ramsden are in need of repair.  The 
list was long but we received a sym-
pathetic hearing.  We need clearer 
signs indicating where the off-leash 
areas are, more plantings, and the 
replacement of memorial plaques.  

The good news:  Janice Solomon has 
organized a Dog Association for 
Jesse Ketchum Park to help edu-
cate pet-owners and support park 
cleanup efforts. A broken stair-
railing in Ramsden has been fixed 
and sodding placed at the top of the 
stairway from Roxborough Street 
West, weed trees have been 
thinned.  Small successes, but only 
the beginning. 
New ideas: what about history pan-
els giving the background of Rams-
den park - did you know that it was 
once the location of thriving brick 
yards? And why is it called 
�Ramsden Park�?  And the Ramsden 
Yard (former a garbage depot) - how 
about transforming this site into a 
community center?  
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(SYHA), along with the Business Im-
provement Association, combined 
their efforts against York Rowe Lim-
ited�s appeal to the Ontario Munici-
pal Board (OMB). 
The City of Toronto was also a party 
opposing the development  as City 
Council refused the developer�s ap-
plication to redevelop the existing 
Victorian row houses and parking 
lot with a  nine-storey (33 meter) 
�five star� hotel with 80 units and 
super high end residential condo-
minium with 18 units. 
ABC  opposed  the developer�s pro-
posal as it is not �consistent with 
the village flavour of Yorkville� in 
terms of its height, massing and the 
treatment of the building façade at 
street level.  In essence the develop-
ment will be similar to the nine sto-
rey building portion of the Prince 
Arthur condominiums on Avenue 
Road.  ABC & SYHA argued the 
case to maintain the underlying 
zoning approved in 1994 (not built) 
which retained more of the Yorkville 
�flavour�.   
The OMB  hearing started August 
25th and continued for six days, 
Karl Jaffary Q.C. was retained as 
our legal counsel and Harold Madi 
of Brook McIlroy, author of the the 
BYC Urban Design Guidelines was 
hired as our expert Planning Wit-
ness. 
We had a strong community turnout 
on the day the Public was to speak, 
�10 area residents and interested 
citizens expressed a range of con-
cerns including loss of character, 
danger or precedent and excessive 
intensity of the proposal in the con-
text of the Village of Yorkville�. 
Speakers included David Crombie 
(former Mayor), Stephen Clarkson 

(renowned author), George Baird 
Architect/Urban Designer & former 
Director of U of T School of Architec-
ture), and Robin Korthals (former 
President of TD Bank & Chairman 
of SYHA). 
Despite our efforts, the OMB or-
dered a decision September 25th 
amending the Official Plan and Zon-
ing to permit York Rowe Limited to 
construct their proposal with some 
slight modifications to the set backs 
and roof treatment.   
Mt. Sinai  

(76, 88R, 92  100 Yorkville Ave., 95, 
115, 19 &121R Scollard Street-
Parking Lot & Old Mt. Sinai Hospi-
tal Site) 
Once again ABC and Save Yorkville 
Heritage Association (SYHA) will 
combine their efforts in an appeal to 
the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) 
to oppose a development by 
�Yorkville 2001� on the north side of 
Yorkville Avenue extending to Scol-
lard St.  We are supported by indi-
viduals and GYRA (Greater York-
ville Residents Association) as par-
ticipants in this appeal. 
This Development proposal which 
includes an 18 storey highrise at the 
end of Bellair St at Yorkville was 
approved by City Council in April 
2002 despite hugh opposition by 
residents, concerned Torontonians 
and prominent citizens including 
Margaret Atwood and Miles Nadal. 
The height of the 18 storey tower is 
the main issue, it is just too high for 
the interior of Yorkville which is 
predominately 3-6 stories. 
Additional issues are the phasing of 
the development, traffic & parking 
(public and visitor parking for 18 

storey tower in phase 1). OMB  
hearing dates have so far been set 
for February 16-26, 2004 to be held 
at the Assessment Review Board 
Offices at 250 Yonge Street. 
We are now forging ahead to pre-
pare for this appeal.  A public meet-
ing is planned for early January.  
Information and details may be 
found by going to SYHA�s website 
www.saveyorkville.com or email 
saveyorkvillenow@hotmail.com 
164 Avenue Road 

Although it is just outside our 
boundaries, another development is 
right on our doorstep and will have 
implications for our residents.  We 
have recently been advised that an 
application for an Official Plan 
amendment and re-zoning has been 
submitted to the city for the Down-

town Fine Cars property at 164 Ave-
nue Road.  The applicant, Sunnhill 
Gardens Inc. (architect Dermot J. 
Sweeny), is seeking permission to 
build a 138 unit apartment building 
68.23 meters in height with retail, 
car dealership and restaurant at 
grade. 
The existing zoning would allow a 
commercial/residential building of 14 
meters and does not permit a restau-
rant use.  Shadow studies for the area 
indicate both Pears Avenue east and 
west as well as the south side of Chi-
cora will be affected from shadowing 
of the tower.   Entrances to the Apart-
ment are proposed to be from Pears 
Avenue. 

 

Development Update (continued from page 1) 

 
 

Visit www.saveyorkville.com for 
more information. 
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Primary Business Address 
Your Address Line 2 
Your Address Line 3 
Your Address Line 4 Public School 

 

to the city for the park.  The school 
provides Kindergarten to Grade 8 
classes to students coming from all 
over the world and from all socio-
economic groups. The present build-
ing dates from 1914, and the school 
grounds blend with a public park 
and the Jesse Ketchum Child Care 
Centre which is housed in a sepa-
rate building. 
 At Jesse Ketchum students learn to 
work together in mutual respect 
and trust and to value diversity.  
The school strives to promote a safe 
and secure environment that en-
sures educational excellence for all 
students, while also building self-
esteem and confidence.   

 

been meeting with city staff and a 
community working committee to re-
fine the details. 
Thus far the lay-out includes rows of 
gingko trees and yew hedges, inter-
spersed with potted evergreens.  
There are to be paved walkways and 
areas where strollers can relax, sit, 
and explore  the book they have just 
borrowed from the library next door � 
and perhaps join the little people for 
an outdoor library story hour.  At pre-
sent, discussion centers on the inclu-
sion of public art, what form that  

The design process is underway for a 
new public park to be created facing 
Yorkville Avenue, adjacent to the Gulf 
Homes development at 18 Yorkville 
Avenue, which is now a hole in the 
ground.  This comes about from the 
developer�s financial  contribution to 
the enhancement of the neighbourhood, 
required by the City of Toronto ap-
proval process.  (ABC makes a point of 
making sure these are negotiated!) 
Landscape architects Janet Rosenberg 
& Associates submitted a special pro-
posal two years ago and have since  

might take and whether a water fea-
ture might be added. 
 The ABC Board and other members of 
the working committee feel strongly 
that the park should reflect the Village 
of Yorkville�s history in its name, that 
we should have  panels providing an 
image of the striking High-Victorian 
town hall (destroyed by fire in 1941), 
and text describing the founding of the 
village. 
 We look forward to the park�s comple-
tion and the opportunity to enjoy it. 

Jesse Ketchum: Part of our Community 

NEW PUBLIC PARK 

 

became Jesse Ketchum War Time Day School.  About 10 
years ago, the building was completely renovated and 
now houses 125 delightful children from birth to twelve 
years of age. 
Martha Easden, the Centre Supervisor,  would be 
happy to provide further information at (416) 392-5061. 
 

. 
 

Jesse Ketchum Child Care was built in 1904 to be a 
warehouse for the Board of Education.  The second floor 
was intended to house offices and a meeting room.  The 
second floor was immediately used as classrooms be-
cause the school was so overcrowded.   
In 1944, the City of Toronto bought the building and it  
 

It should not surprise us, living as 
we do in the center of a city of such 
ethnic diversity, but nevertheless it 
is still hard to believe that at the 
Jesse Ketchum Public School, 
located at Bay Street and Davenport 
Road near Yorkville Village, the 600 
students reflect 50 different 
languages spoken in the home.  It 
would be interesting to know how 
many languages were represented 
by the students who first attended 
the school when it was established 
over 160 years ago. The school is 
named after Jesse Ketchum, a 
philanthropist, who in the mid 
1840�s donated the land to the 
School Board to build the school, and 

100 Years Ago 
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Our new Mayor, David Miller, 
speaks about change and the drive 
towards a true urban experience 
and quality of life within our 
neighborhoods and city. The ABC 
Traffic Committee supports this vi-
sion with goals that include: redi-
recting primary volume onto main 
streets; reducing traffic speed; in-
creasing pedestrian and cyclist 
safety; reduce truck traffic, engine 
idling and air pollution. 

Of course,  each street has specific 
concerns and priorities so here is a 
brief up-date on some of the issues 
being studied by ABC volunteers: 
 
Belmont Street and Belmont 
House:  In response to our ef-
forts,Councillor Kyle Rae has recom-
mended that the latest traffic study 
be reopened and various proposed 
solutions be reviewed and imple-
mented where possible. 
 

Yorkville: We are reviewing the 
need for a stop sign and brick walk-
way (as installed on Cumberland 
Ave.) at the " T" intersection of 

Hazelton Avenue and Yorkville .  
 
Avenue Road:. We propose  a lay-
by and sidewalk widening adjacent 
to the Church of the Redeemer. Sug-
gestions have been made for a right 
turn lane at Cumberland to allow 
widening of sidewalk. We are 
searching for solutions at the Ave-
nue Road and Davenport intersec-
tion to widen sidewalks and slow 
traffic.  
Hillsborough: We propose review-
ing the installation of speed bumps 
and closing off the lane access to 
Belmont Street  
Berryman,  Marlborough:  Traffic 
"calmers" (speed bumps) have been 
suggested, and  polling of residents 
is presently in progress. 
Cumberland: Issue is pedestrian 
safety at Bay Street. Proposal for a 
pedestrian island on Bay Street and 
Cumberland, and a right turn lane 
from Northbound Avenue Road  
onto Cumberland are under review.  
Ramsden Yard:  City trucks are 

accessing Ramsden Park works yard 
and using Belmont as the primary 
east/west cross over point between 
Yonge and Davenport. This issue 
should be resolved during the Bel-
mont Street traffic study review. 
 
Mc Alpine/Mc Murrich: Pedes-
trian safety is the issue. A  proposal 
by Dianne Robinson for stop signs 
at McAlpine and McMurich will be 
r e v i e w e d . 
 
Davenport/ Avenue Road: There 
is a  need for push button lights on 
Davenport Road at the northern end 
of Hazelton Avenue similar to those 
installed at Elgin and Avenue Road.  
(From a report prepared by Bill 
MacGowan, Chair, ABC Traffic 
C o m m i t t e e ) 
bmacgowan@deltacontrols.com  

is held in September. Residents are 
welcome to attend. We rely on your 
Supporting Memberships ($20) and 
Donations � please see the contribu-
tion form in this Newsletter. 
ABC has members on working com-
mittees in order to promote the best 
interests of the community, provide 
a forum for matters of community 
interest and monitor issues of local 
concern. As well as some traffic and  

If you live within the Yonge, Bloor, 
Avenue Rd., McPherson rectangle 
we�re here for you! 
Every resident in this area, whether 
renter or homeowner, is considered 
an ABC member, and welcomed and 
encouraged to attend our meetings. 
These are on the 1st Thursday of the 
month, October to June, 7-9 p.m., in 
Belmont House. Check location on 
arrival. An Annual General Meeting  

parks successes mentioned elsewhere 
in this Newsletter, ABC has  success-
fully lobbied to close Pears Ave. to 
through traffic, to stop the erection of 
two apartment towers in what is now 
the west end of Ramsden Park, to 
save the south-west corner of Bellair 
and Cumberland for a park, and to 
stop a 28-storey high rise at the Pre-
mier Health Club site on Davenport 
at Bay. 

ABC Traffic Update  

ABC�WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW� we�re here for you! 
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�Our new mayor, David Miller, 
speaks about change and the drive 
towards a true urban experience 

and  quality of life�� 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!  SEE BACK PAGE!  SEND IN FORM! 



 
  Check out this new community website - it's  yours - use it to communicate and interact with your    
  neighbours.  Post upcoming events or items for sale, refer professionals and trades, check out real  
  estate or just tell your neighbours about a great restaurant.  It's simple, easy and absolutely free!  
 

www.yorkvilleneighbour.com  
website is sponsored by your Neighbourhood Realtor  

Linda Chu Sales Representative  

ReMax Condos   Plus  Corporation  
Tel: 416.203.6636   email: linda@lindachu.ca    web: www.lindachu.ca  

located in the DOWNTOWN cate-
gory designated for the highest level 
of intensification). FONTRA is rec-
ommending that these categories 
must be expanded. 

• The removal of height and den-
sity safeguards ignores their impor-
tant function as guidelines for deci-
sion making. These are essential, 
objective measures of development 
that we have to rely on in determin-
ing what is appropriate develop-
ment for our neighbourhoods. At 
present, these decisions are left to 
the discretion of City planners and 
rely on negotiated settlements.  

The primary organizers of the ap-
peal of the Official Plan are resi-
dents associations that include 
Summerhill, North Rosedale, Bed-
ford Park, South Eglinton, North 
and South Foresthill, Moore Park, 
etc. On the CORRA website 
(www.corra.ca) you will find a num-
ber of articles that lay out the is-
sues.  
A few points to consider: 

• There are presently only 
eight land use categories across the 
entire GTA with their different 
broad guidelines to guide develop-
ment within the categories. (ABC is 

• FONTRA is recommending that 
height and density maximums be 
included as they have always been in 
our Official Plan. 
It has been suggested in the plan 
that up to one million additional peo-
ple could be accommodated in To-
ronto with NO disruption to existing 
neighbourhoods. It is essential that 
the Land Use Strategy emphasize 
the critical planning for, and invest-
ments in, physical infrastructure and 
social services. 
A few minutes on the site will give 
you a clear summary of the consid-
erations as well as the detailed argu-
ments and recommendations. 

Why We Need Safeguards in the Official Plan 
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Street reps for Berryman, Davenport, New, Bay, Marlborough, Scollard, Bloor, McMurrich, and Webster. 
No previous experience required! Call Shirley Morriss at 416-962-5909. 
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SEEKING MORE INFORMATION? 
The City of Toronto Official Plan is available from the Yorkville library. 

 



Many readers will have had the ex-
perience of meeting people who have 
visited Toronto, and who immediately 
say that they enjoyed that visit, and 
particularly liked walking around 
Yorkville.  The restoration of this part 
of our area was a direct result of the 
vision and enterprise of one man - 
Dick Wookey.  In the 1960�s, when 
Yorkville was �hippie and biker 
heaven�, Dick Wookey saw that this 
uptown location, in a rapidly growing 
multi ethnic metropolis, had the po-
tential to be a prime destination for 
visitors, and an attractive place to 
live. 
Born in Turkey of English parents, 
Dick, who celebrated his 75th birth-

day last month, 
set out for the 
New World in 
1949�to New 
York and then 
Toronto, where 
he began in the 
stock brokerage 
business at a 
salary of $25 per 

w e e k .  
By the 
e a r l y 
1 9 6 0 � s 

Dick had become very successful.  
When he learned that the site at York-
ville and Avenue Road, then a gas sta-
tion, was for sale, he made his first 
Yorkville purchase.  He developed the 

widely acclaimed York Square, per-
suading his friend Vidal Sassoon to 
set up a salon there and personally 
recruiting a Swiss Restaurateur to 
open a fine restaurant in the Square.  
Dick then went on to develop the 
Hazelton Lanes shopping and residen-
tial complex. 
Dick Wookey bought his first house on 
Hazelton in 1967, and began the proc-
ess of restoration, house after house,  
that at one time had him in posses-
sion of more than 50 houses.  Within 
10 years Yorkville emerged as the 
�chic� part of our city�just as Dick 
Wookey expected.  He is still very ac-
tive, and owns many houses, apart-
ments and office buildings in the 
Yorkville area. 

In Profile: Dick Wookey 

 

 

Dick Wookey 

tario Municipal Development Board. 
At the OMB hearings, the developer�s 
�experts for a fee� testify that, indeed 
and alas, this development is, you�ve 
guessed it, an exception. It is this 
process that results in developments 
in our area being approved at density 
and height levels well above those 
stipulated by city land use standards. 
ABC is not against development � 
renewal is necessary and healthy � 
but we need predictability (knowing 
what to expect), fairness ( applying to 
all), and accountability (governed by 
those we elect).  More particularly, 
we expect developments to fit the 
build-form of the neighbourhood, 
have the minimum shadow impacts 
on other buildings (residents), recog-
nize issues related to pedestrian 
safety and access, be of good design, 
and very importantly � be governed 
by a process that is transparent, not 

by the �golden 
rule�. 
ABC is joining 
with FONTRA 
(Federation of 
North Toronto 
Residents As-
sociations) and 
C O R R A 
(Confederation of Resident and 
Ratepayer Associations) in their 
appeal of the Plan � which ironically 
enough is an appeal to the OMB!  A 
few minutes on their web site 
( www.corra.ca) will give you a clear 
summary of the considerations as 
well as the detailed arguments and 
recommendations. David Miller has 
written FONTRA to say that he 
wishes to try to resolve the commu-
nity concerns about the OP and is 
committed to having the city plan-
ners meet with them to discuss reso-
lution to the issues. 

In the 1970s, Toronto had an envi-
able reputation as a city with sensi-
ble planning and matching infra-
structure development. Twenty 
years later the situation is very dif-
ferent. Our city�s �official plan� pro-
vides no commitment to a develop-
ment policy, and no commitment to 
transit and other infrastructure 
growth. Instead, Toronto residents 
face a �planning by exception� ap-
proach. There are no effective rules 
or benchmarks. Every development 
project is an exception. The official 
plan may state that a particular 
location is covered by certain height 
or density limits, but when a devel-
oper goes for a multiple of either or 
both density or height, a process 
begins that, inevitably leads the 
developer, the city and residents� 
associations like ours, to that classic 
example of politically appointed,  
non-accountable, non-local arbiters 
of our local neighbourhood, the On-

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE OFFICIAL PLAN � 
And why ABC opposes it! 

�In the 1970�s, 
Toronto had an 

enviable reputation 
as a city with 

sensible planning 
and matching 
infrastructure 
development.� 
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Last Name ____________________________________  First Name _____________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________ Postal Code _____________________________ 
 
Phone # _______________________________________ Email ___________________________________ 
 
Your Interests ( please check) 
 
Communications ____    Planning & Zoning ____    Archives/History ____    Events ____  
 
Neighbourhood Issues ____    Traffic & Parking ____    Membership ____    City Hall ____ 
 
Cheques for $20 (donations also welcome) payable to ABC Residents� Association may be mailed 
to S. Martin, Treasurer, 35 MacPherson Ave., Toronto, M5R 1W7, or dropped off with your 
street representative.   

 

ABC RESIDENTS� ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

LATE BREAKING NEWS �   
We have just learned that the park and public housing at 250 Davenport (between 
Avenue Road and Bedford Road) is to be sold for development by the Toronto 
Housing Authority for a high rise condominium complex.  This will be of concern 
to residents on Pears Avenue.  More information is being sought from the City 
and from Councillor Olivia Chow.  To learn more contact Mary-Helen Spence at 
416-920-2589 
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Public School 

ABC Executive 
President 

J. Caliendo 

jcaliendo@rogers.com 

Past Vice-President 

B. Stevenson 

stevebill@aol.com 

Treasurer 

S. Martin 

adudeck@istar.ca 

Secretary 

S. Moriss 

morris@interlog.com 

Visit our website athttp://abcra.ca 

ABC NEWS 

Org aniz at ion  


