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November 28, 2016  

Mayor John Tory 
Toronto City Hall 
100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, ON  M5H 2N2 

Dear Mayor John Tory, 

Re: Proposal for road tolls 

Your office recently put support behind a controversial plan to implement road 
tolls on the Gardiner Expressway and Don Valley Parkway.  The ABC Residents 
Association (ABCRA), a group representing the Yorkville/North Midtown com-
munity, would like to express support for the strategy of implementing a toll sys-
tem to pay for better transit infrastructure. However, ABCRA would also like to 
suggest consideration of a zone-based road toll system vs. HOT lanes / highway 
tolling. 

Recommendation Overview: 

• Leverage best practices from successful implementations like Central 
London Congestion Charging which has reduced traffic to the zone 10.2% 
over 10 years  1

o Charged only during weekly commuter hours 
o Simplified flat fee 
o Provides resident discount, as well as a low-emission discount  2

o Reasonable £161.7 million cost to setup   3

▪ Approximately C$300 million 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-214512451

 https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/congestion-charge/discounts-and-exemptions?intcmp=21332

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/london/content/articles/2006/11/21/congestion_update_feature.shtml3
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o Under 2 year breakeven on initial investment from net revenue  4

The driving factor behind this recommendation is to ensure that road tolling does 
not have the unintended consequence of shifting highway traffic to major and mi-
nor arterial 
roads (adding congestion), while still netting a solid ROI in terms of revenues col-
lected for transit investment. Leaving the highways open would allow heavy 
commercial traffic —a burden on residential streets— to pass freely around the 
city, while targeting the intended daily commuters coming into the city from the 
suburban GTA or further.  

There is naturally more research to be done by your office, the ACBRA simply 
recommends not ruling out a zoned approach to road tolling. 

We would also like to commend your commitment to utilize 100% of the net pro-
ceeds of a road tolling solution to transit infrastructure spend, going so far as stat-
ing your intent to have a 3rd party manage the funds to keep the city in check. This 
is an important step in terms of transparency to ensure the public that the funds 
are not potentially mismanaged and fulfill their intended purpose well into the fu-
ture. 

Lastly, within ABCRA we have some members with considerable government 
finance expertise who have made deputations to the province that the optimal 
congestion / transit funding strategy (low implementation cost, high behavioral 
modification and revenue results) is in increasing existing gasoline excise taxes. A 
5 cent per litre increase could underwrite as much as $20 billion in GTA transit 
investment. We would be happy to discuss with your Office. 

Thank you, 

John Caliendo 
Ian Carmichael 
ABCRA 

CC Councillor Wong - Tam. 

 http://content.tfl.gov.uk/fourthannualreportfinal.pdf4
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