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• An entire Waterfront LRT line  

• A significant contribution to Smart Track  

• ½ backlog of repairs for Toronto Community Housing 

 

IS THIS REALLY FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE?  

 

WHAT ELSE COULD WE DO WITH 
ANOTHER ½ BILLION DOLLARS? 



 

A REALITY CHECK 
 
 Have We Not Learned Anything About 

Congestion? 
 

What Are Other Cities Doing? 
 

What Should Drive This Decision? 
 



Congestion:  Billions annually 



Transit 
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Gardiner East 
(Before)  

Gardiner East 
(After) 





West Side Highway, New York 



West Side Highway, New York 



Embarcadero Freeway, San Francisco 

Looking at San Francisco now, it's hard to believe that a massive, stacked freeway ran right along what is now one of the  
most scenic views of the bay. But there it was, State Route 480, until the 1989 Loma Prieta quake damaged it. There had been 
 talk about removing the freeway since the early 1980s, but the earthquake spurred the conversation along, and demolition  
began in 1991. 



Embarcadero Freeway, San Francisco 

The result was a triumph for downtown San Francisco, which now had miles of public space, walking and bike paths, plus  
new transit routes where the double-decker freeway once was. The city also helped prove to the rest of the world that freeway  
removal was not only possible but could be an economic boon for the city, since San Francisco both saved money on  
construction—installing the wide boulevard was cheaper than fixing the freeway—and the new development increased  
property values. San Francisco actually got two great removal projects out of this earthquake: The city's damaged Central  
Freeway also became Octavia Boulevard. 
 



Harbor Drive, Portland 



Rio Madrid, Madrid 



The impact of the Rio Madrid project has been astounding for the city, with studies proving that residents who live close 
 to the park and access it frequently are becoming healthier. 

Rio Madrid, Madrid 



Cheonggyecheon, Seoul 

One of the most transformative freeway removal projects not only tore out a dirty highway from a city center, it actually  
daylighted a lost waterway. An elevated highway had been built through Seoul in 1976 as a way to boost economic prospects  
in a low-lying area which had become a slum. In 2003, the city's mayor proposed to remove the freeway and and turn the site 
 into green space, which also required naturalizing the creek that once ran there. 



Cheonggyecheon, Seoul 

Not only has the greenway become a well-loved part of the city, it has proven to benefit the city in many different ways.  
The temperature of the inner city has dropped several degrees, and birds, fish and other wildlife have returned to the urban  
core. Also, since the freeways were removed, fewer people are driving into the city, choosing to take public transit or other  
options. 



 



 









 



 





Are we building for yesterday or for tomorrow? 


